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As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of Interior has responsibility for most
of our nationally owned public lands and natural and cultural resources. This includes fostering wise
use of our land and water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental
and cultural values of our national parks and historical places, and providing for enjoyment of life
through outdoor recreation. The department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works to
ensure that their development is in the best interests of all our people. The department also promotes
the goals of the Take Pride in America campaign by encouraging stewardship and citizen
responsibility for the public lands and promoting citizen participation in their care. The department
also has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live
in island territories under U.S. administration.

Publication services were provided by the National Park Service, Rivers and Trails Conservation
Program and the National Park Service, Pacific Northwest Region, Cooperative Park Studies Unit at
Oregon State University. The Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Program provides assistance to federal,
state, and local governments or other organizations to protect rivers, develop trails, conserve the
character of the landscape, and help groups achieve their conservation goals. The program draws its
authority from three Acts of Congress: the Outdoor Recreation Act of 1962, the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act of 1968, and the National Trails Systems Act of 1968. All three call for the protection of resources
for future generations. The products of the Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Program, measured in
resources protected and recreation opportunities provided, ensure that future generations of
Americans will continue to recreate and find renewal in the out-of-doors.




